V I R I D I T A S
Specialised Branch, Anthroposophical Society, Inc.
A Professional Research & Working Group 
for Spiritual-Cultural Approaches to Dying & Death

Viriditas is an open, Specialised Branch within the Anthroposophical Society. Viriditas offers a forum for exchange and cooperation, mutual stimulation and support. This Specialised Branch work is praxis related, experiential, socially connecting and spiritually in-depth in assistance of artists, eurythmists, speech and drama artist, poets and creative writers, storytellers, musicians, companions, practitioners, therapists, homecare-givers, and experienced laypeople, who wish to be part of a new cultural-spiritual approach to dying, death and rebirth. This Specialised Branch does not focus on nor is it in competition with medical-palliative care; our activity is complementary.

The diversity in the way we conceive a culture of dying is a sign of the abundance and creativity of anthroposophical spiritual science. Viriditas’ focus is a Spiritual-Cultural Approach to Dying and Death, and the cultivation of a living understanding of Karma, Unborness and Reincarnation, and related research in the following core areas: research into the journey beyond the portal of death to support develop, and integrate a greater consciousness of our cosmic life into our earthly lives, and provide education and support to others who also seek to do so; research and development of the ways in which the arts and creative engagement can assist wellbeing, overcoming or alleviating fear, and provide support to those approaching the end of earthly life; research and development of the unique contributions music and storytelling provide as active preparation for a conscious approach to and crossing of the threshold; the education of companions, support people, and carers for those nearing the end of life; the deep study of and engagement with Anthroposophy and the praxis-based development of indications provided by Rudolf Steiner in this specialised area.

Our impulse is to inspire and cultivate a living perception of what it means to be human, the significance of our earthly mortality and our spiritual immortality, and to fully grasp: we live the greater part of our existence as a ‘spiritual cosmic reality’. To this end, the work of this Specialised Branch will foster conversations about dying and living, openness to new insights that allow us all to engage with death and dying ourselves through ongoing schooling. In this spirit, Viriditas intends to liaise with and encourage other interested activity streams within, or affiliated with, the Anthroposophical Society, in shaping a future
oriented ‘culture of dying and death’ and living connections to the spiritual world. All such regional, local, national and international groups are independent, self-organising and ideally connected through friendship, mutual interest and collaboration.

Viriditas structure
The specialised branch is a simple not-for-profit association. Transparency and accountability is paramount. The core group is the organising and regulating body formed by the founding members; it renews and structures itself in accord with the constitution and in open consultation with members. It provides annual accounts of the activities and finances. The core group’s focus is the cultivation of: tangible Spiritual-Scientific methods of research through art, science and practice that support individuals to work confidently and autonomously within a community of peers; to facilitate and encourage courses, seminars, lectures and training, with active human interaction and collaboration at its core.

Appointed Representative [AR]
Representatives, appointed by the core group in consultation with the membership, ensure a flow of knowledge and exchanges of ongoing research and outcomes, in in-person encounters at meetings of the Anthroposophical Society, conference and
colloquia nationally and [where possible] internationally.

Membership
· Existing members of the Anthroposophical Society who additionally join Viriditas as Specialised Branch Members
· Individuals who join Viriditas and wish to include membership to the Anthroposophical Society
· Individuals who work out of Anthroposophy and wish to only join Viriditas as free associate member or free associate colleagues at this point in time

We welcome those working in a professional or practiced capacity with dying, death, unbornness and rebirth informed by Anthroposophy; individuals and groups who recognise Viriditas as a site of open dialogue, research exchange and collaboration, through which individuals, initiatives, and other professional groups, can participate in local, regional and national, informal and formal conversation, thematic focus meetings, colloquia, seminars, and professional presentations.

Friends of Viriditas Circle
If you feel connected to the Viriditas impulse, but do not intend to work actively in this field, you are welcome to join the Friends of Viriditas Circle. You will regularly receive information about, and invitations to, events, general articles and updates.
We suggest an annual support contribution of $50. We gladly accept donations to further our work. New members of the Specialised Branch or the Circle of Friends are welcome at any time.

Annual General Meetings and Conferences, Regional Meetings
Annual General Meetings are held in person [online if attendance is otherwise not possible]; all financial members are invited. All decisions are made by majority consensus of members present. Those responsible for regional groups are invited to meet with the core group annually for collaborative, collegial exchanges, sharing of research, questions, further developments or concerns prior to an AGM.

Annual Conferences are professional, collegial gatherings of members and invited guests. The aim is to share, inform and celebrate with members through artistic, discursive and practical means - in open forums, specialised colloquia, research groups, performances and workshop activities - all spiritual-cultural branch activity.

All meetings promote networking, mutual stimulation and support the development of the human connection between Viriditas, affiliated regional groups, and individual members. The independence of individuals and groups in their work is inviolable. Our experience of harmonious collaboration arises out of our mutual sharing of our initiatives, research, ideas and challenges, emerging in various sites, through the branch and associated activities.

Information & membership: Gillian Rogers, Branch Secretary: rogersgillian235@gmail.com 

Bank Details:
Account Name VIRIDITAS Anthroposophical Soc Aust.
BSB Bendigo Bank 633000
Account No. 239 603 475
